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28 November 2005

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I am able to advise that winemaker Carl Schultz has been presented with the South African wine industry’s most prestigious wine award.

At a prestigious lunch Carl was presented with The Diners Club Winemaker of the Year Trophy for our Hartenberg Estate Merlot 2004. 

Carl now becomes the 25th recipient of this award and joins an elite group of twenty-one winemakers whose wines, spanning twenty different cultivars, blends and styles, have been recognised since the inception of the competition in 1981. (For the mathematically astute there have been three two time winners!) 

Why Merlot? Each year a variety or blend is nominated as the category that is to be judged for the Winemaker of the Year Trophy and this year it was the turn of Merlot. (The last time Merlot was the selected category was in 1992).
The 2004 is due for release in July 2006 and the judges’ description, “Rich and full in the mouth with ripe plum, a hint of red cherry plus all that the nosed promised. Sweet fruit leading into supple tannins on a long finish”, will have to suffice for the time being! 

Panel chairman Dave Hughes described it as "a beaut" and commended the wine for its good balance: "Complexity despite its youth, with lots of potential. Accessible as it is now (it) will benefit from a few more years in the bottle." 
A photo (or two) will follow shortly.
