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Little Hong Kong

(former Central Ordnance Munitions Depot)
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“The restoration of the Central Ordnance Munitions
Depot, or Little Hong Kong, has saved a valuable, but
almost forgotten chapter in Hong Kong’s history. The
transformation of the abandoned bunkers has allowed
its modern reuse as a community recreational space
and a wine storage facility. The minimalist approach
to the project belies a thorough,study of the site and a
noteworthy commitment to retaining the low profile of
the sunken built structures and the steep hilly and forested
landscape. New interventions, such as the conservatory
building, are characterized by site-sensitive design which
respects the context and the utilitarian architectural style
of the complex. The project has brought to light the
city’s military heritage, and signals the strong potential
of collectively bringing other previously overlooked sites
to public attention.”
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The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for

Culture Heritage Conservation

The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for
Culture Heritage Conservation were established in
2000 to honour and encourage private efforts and
public-private initiatives in successfully restoring
structures of heritage value in the region. Since
then, the UNESCO has received 359 entries from
23 territories, spanning a wide range of conservation
projects from family homes to palace complexes.
A total of 128 projects have received awards,
among which 5 projects have been honoured with
the Jury Commendation for Innovation. The
winning projects have set technical and social
benchmarks for conservation in the region. In
addition, they have become catalysts for local
preservation activity, inspiring other homeowners
to take action to save their historic buildings.
Spanning the past decade, the projects collectively
showcase the best of heritage conservation in Asia
and the Pacific.

In commemorating the tenth year of the UNESCO
Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage
Conservation, the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office
of the Development Bureau, the Bangkok Office of
the UNESCO, the Architectural Conservation
Programme of the Faculty of Architecture, The
University of Hong Kong, and the Antiquities and
Monuments Office of the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department co-organized this exhibition,
which aims to provide an overview of the
UNESCO Heritage Awards and to introduce the 12
winning projects from Hong Kong. They include
not only government projects, but also projects
initiated and conducted by local community
groups. By showcasing their efforts and
achievements, it is hoped that public's awareness
in heritage preservation could be aroused and

enhanced.
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