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Wine'sNewWorldOrder

With the annual Wines of

the Pacific competition
taking place next weels,
Bruce Dawson finds out what
makes new world wines so
popular in Hong Kong.

Hong Kiong kovs new wirkd wins, W B Bhem (o
Ehair drinkability, thes unpeolsnticusness, thol sasy-bo-
understand labeling... and their price. H you've v
wondensd whak sl the fess is about, nect wesskend
offers pechapa your bast chancs io find o, The 16th
anaunl Wines of the Pacific (Winpaee) Compatton inkes
plasa on Jenusry 28 and 20, ofieving the publc o
changa o by up bo 1,000 winks from Austnda, New
Zoalarc, Chile, Angenting, South Alrica, the United
Siatos and Canada. Compatition winnars will bs
irremaciiately availabbe $or punchusss 31 o discounl.

“Its.a ot of fun,” says Jabsen Fing Wings general
rrarmger Gren Jonoes of the WINPAG compatition,
which ha has boon attending since il startod in 1989, *A
iy diflgenncn with this event i thal ENhaa"a nd snobibeny
A i workd wings ane sasy 1o dafine. B's changed a kot
ini s st 10 yogers: the assortmsae and mrgo of
ehoices 5 much grater now.®

That mey be undenstating it scenawhat. in 2004,
winas from Australia and Gl alons sccounted for
akmost 40 peroant of tha imporad wina in Hong Kong,
says wine cistribanior Patricio do ln Fuenits Saaz, dinchar
of Links Concapl. "Mew workd wines hive laken Hong
Honng by stonmy with Austraky ard Chils kackng the wiy.
Tan yoars ngo, thase two: wini-Rroducng countries wen
nt g inthe lop 10,° B Sy

Wty this sudden burst of infonst? YWirpac
compaton foundor Sir Mool Powoll sgpling: “Thone
was always & wing-drinking publc, but over tha years
sy Horg Kong peophe have aitFr travalied abepad
and coma back with naw inshes o ang Mmoo ooan i
sxpanding e wina eoperienos from traditicndl winies

““Once bebow th 1o mnk ol winos, you gol much Btter

wahu forr ety vt rebi workd wines.®

Makiss of now workd winss have Daan areaet about
wdinlifying and ocoupying @ niches in the ke 1o
el il bracions. *Their marketing has boon
Supert, &% has tholr consistoncy of gquality,” siys
Giregory Dol gonenl mansger of Ceown Wine Cellars.
“Franch wirss cin chamge such Mgh prioes DecnUso
Ehay e ackncwkidiped & tha ' Rolls-Royos” of wines.
Mo world winos from places B Soth AlFes oan
nover chargs thoss prices. Wing 5 a journey, Thees an
times whian | want §o Emel in o Rolls-Royoe, sometines
o sports car, of dvin i Mini, Wi i ooothy the sames,
For the first time you con find o wite waraty of wirsk in
cellars and on rears, and aven a $100 wina can b
grually anjoyed.”

Changing drinking habits ans ancthar imporant
tacion, "Wina is the new cockiail,” says the managing
direcior of 1he Eclipas ratasmnt group, Claybon Parker,
“Irvbac of A hew cockinils, its o bew glasses of wing,
& by dnmk i @ non-focd anvieonmisnt, &3 & bar
berearage. Pacge nne switching 10 eaxthr-drinkirg wines:
lighlar wirscs, mone relneshing, crispa, Bghter reds ar
papidar, Pecple aren't irying b deink s, just making
difigrent choloes, and thiry think wind is & haalthior
chaice,” he says. "They garsenly markot themssbees
Irwoiagh & varkptals nama fcabemet, shéraz, and so onf. A
Job af i ol waorkd winas don’l apsify; you'ne just
expaciad 1o know what vanoty is supposed o ba in i,
which cam b very confusing for all bt this axperts.®

1t°a & poind with which scenmelier Marting Princka of
LKF Ervleripinments agrees, "Meaw workd wing |5 styled
MO &S 0 bsverage wine, 4 wins youl Can drinkc without
tood and st enjoy. Old work] wines rovohed around
food, i was about puiting o batthe on the, bl for kinch
o dinnar, Levols of wing education ano rsing, o nol
hrinking wina 51 all 1o leaming about all the wall-known
P, ardl N s furming o & mees educabed
ulturg that can chooss a drink Tor e moed.”

But the rising popularity of riw workd winas in Hong
Kang has not soundod the death knell Tor cid world

At 1 | g G W ‘s Wine
Callar, Paul Liveesadgs, points oul: "Berdaau i still
npartant 1o Ul We soll mone bottles of new world, but
becausa Bordeais s morm axpensive e botth our tolal
ok valuss af Feonchs winns i still greater than niw
weortd, Tn ParknShi peopls understand the: [ workd]
|nbeis—they' v Dranded, which makes it sty 8 gives

pacpls confidonco. Austmba has besn strong b7 thi
pasl awvirl years and now wo ses bew Foaland
saUAgNon blancs fooming thicagh].”

Ty trvtsm yourset o The Winpae swenk on Saturday,
danary 20, wien weme drieleers and erinaskasin alien
will havo threa different cptions Bo chooss frams Pom
Tasting (5250) offers four hours of enlinBod EEIbing anc
sampling from 2pm-Spem. Virssyrd Lunch ($5000, is o
EurlTirt i Eha Mandarin Grill with & sshectian of tha finest
shaws wirss. And Lunch withs th Namsia [$650) is a four
s lunch by the cheés of the Chinnery Bar hosted b
Sir Moal Powell. Bath uneh egtions includs six hours'
unmited tnsting and samgping from noon-Bim.

“Thans IS fio avin in Asis Bha | know of tha brirgs
i, ey Wirsh COMELETIONS, Suppiens ([and wirkd)
Eodpaliei,” 3055 O ln Fusents Saez. "8 & groal day oul
Ww1mmamjmql "

Tha 16t Aswal Winpas Fostival, the Mandarin
Cwiental, Fri Jan #8-20. Tichots mvasabio from the
Indmreational Wi ared Food Socloty, XM0-FRER,
wowiw. winpac-hikLeom, amd the Mardanin Caka Shop,
2R25-4500, mohkg-cakezhopdrrobic.com, Il
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