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‘Sli}fiﬁitmarket hopes to renew lease on the former Stanley police station despite high maintenance costs

_Fox'Yi Hu and Chloe Lai

“The Wellcome supermarket chain

said yesterday it would seek to re-
new its lease for the former Stanley
police station when its contract
with ‘the Government Property
Agency for the 19th century monu-

ment expires on July 31.

'A Wellcome spokesman told a '

news conference it had spent HK$1
million on'maintaining .32 monu-
ment during its tenancy «nd hoped
it could continue occupying the
premises.

Conservationists said, however,
‘the lease expiry should give the gov-
‘ernment an opportunity to review
its policy for the use of historic
monuments without sacrificing
their historical and architectural

significance, and allowing the pub-

lic:a chance to appreciate them.

In2002, Wellcome won a contro-
versial bid to open a branch in the

building, the city's oldest surviving

police station.

Built in 1859, the site used to
house the army and the police be-
cause of its strategic position as the

'southernmost outpost of Hong

Kong Island. Its antique features in-

cluded British-style fireplaces,
chimneys, prison cells, a gunroom,

stone walls and wooden stairs, win-

~dows and floors.

In the 1990s, the building was
occupied by -a restaurant called
Tables 88.

A Government Property Agency
spokesman said: “We are consult-
ing the concerned governmer: de-
partments on the premises’ iLiure
use and letting arrangement.” He
said “a conclusion will be reached
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in March or April this year,” and any
lease tenders would be announced.
The agency's decision to awsrd

.the tenancy to Wellcome was crit-

icised by conservationists and Stan-
ley residents who believed the su-

permarket’s tenancy would dimin-
ish the building’s historic and archi-
tectural significance. Diane Chiu,
Wellcome's marketing director,
said yesterday that although the
building's maintenance cost was 50
per cent higher than a conventional
Wellcome supermarket'’s, renewing
its lease would help to enhance the
company's image.

Betty Ho Siu-fong, chairwomar:
of the Conservancy Association
said the Antiquities and Monu-
ments Office should be involved in
drawing up the new tender, and
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that the Antiquities Advisory Board
should endorse the choice ol any
new tenant.

“The old police station used to
be an expensive restaurant. It had
plenty of space 1o showcase the his-
toric and architectural significance
of the building. But not many peo-
ple could use the restaurant. Every-
one has access to a supermarket.
Unfortunately, the place is filled
with goods. The way the supermar-
ket decorates the place makes ap-
preciation impossible,” Ms Ho said.

Stanley resident Raymond Lo, a
regular shopper at the outlet, said it
was a pity a supermarket occupied
the monument.




